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STRONG FIRST QUARTER UNDERWAY FOR NEW ORLEANS TOURISM INDUSTRY 

NEW ORLEANS – March 7, 2008 – New Orleans’s tourism industry is off to a strong start in the first quarter of 2008, with victories such as the NBA All-Star Game, college bowl games, Mardi Gras, a 20,000                                -plus-person citywide convention and a lineup of major conventions and festivals pumping millions of dollars into the local economy.  

On February 14–17, 2008, New Orleans successfully hosted the NBA All-Star Events as well as the NBA All-Star Jam Session. Approximately 50,000 to 60,000 visitors poured into the city having an estimated economic impact of $80-90 million.

The NBA festivities not only had a positive economic impact upon the city but also had a positive affect on New Orleans recovery through their outreach program: NBA Cares. On February 15, 2008, through NBA Cares, more than 2,500 in the NBA community came together to participate in the NBA's Day of Service, where volunteers helped build homes and playgrounds, revitalize schools, and refurbish neighborhoods. Through NBA Cares, the NBA, its teams and players, businesses and community partners dedicated themselves to perform more than 30,000 hours of hands-on community service; created 40 places in New Orleans where kids and families can live, learn or play; and collaborated with more than a dozen national and local community-based organizations to assist more than 30,000 children.
2008 Latest News:

Pittcon® 2008, the 59th Pittsburgh Conference on Analytical Chemistry and Applied Spectroscopy, is being held March 1-7 in New Orleans. Attendance is expected to exceed 20,000 and is projected to bring in $30 million in economic impact. They have also reconfirmed for 2013. Pittcon has been an extraordinary ambassador to New Orleans, donating hundreds of thousands of dollars to the science departments of the New Orleans public schools. 

The American Heart Association (AHA)/American Stroke Association (ASA) International Stroke Conference with the State-of-the-Art Stroke Nursing Symposium, was held February 19-22, 2008. AHA’s Annual Scientific Sessions, is slated for New Orleans, November 9-12, 2008, with an approximate attendance of 27,500. 

Mardi Gras festivities began on January 25, 2008 and concluded on Fat Tuesday, February 5, 2008. City officials estimate that 750-850,000 visitors enjoyed Mardi Gras, which is consistent with 2007 figures.  

Bobby Jindal was inaugurated as Louisiana Governor on January 14, 2008. Jindal at thirty-six years of age, is the nation’s youngest governor and his focus on creating a fresh start for Louisiana in ethics, education, economic infrastructure and healthcare will dramatically improve New Orleans’ image in the nation’s eyes.  
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The Allstate BCS National Championship was held January 7, 2008, where the Louisiana State University Tigers defeated the Ohio State University Buckeyes before a Sugar Bowl/Superdome record crowd of 79,651. Economic impact was $250 million.

The Allstate Sugar Bowl was held January 1, 2008 featuring the University of Georgia Bulldogs and the University of Hawaii Warriors. Approximately 74,383 people attended the game, with thousands more visiting the city, and an economic impact of $150 million.

The Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport set two post-Katrina travel records during the bowl games. More than 19,000 passengers flew out of the airport Tuesday following the BCS Championship game, making it the airport’s busiest travel day since August 2005. On the day following the Sugar Bowl, the airport had nearly 18,000 passengers, making it the second-busiest day.

New Orleans was among the top 10 spring break destinations for 2008 by StudentUniverse.com, an online travel agency specializing in vacations for college students and Sherman’s Travel also had New Orleans in its 2008 top 10 “places to go.”
Delta Air Lines Sky Magazine featured a 44-page Portrait Feature on New Orleans in its January 2008 issue.

The 25th Annual French Quarter Fest, a free celebration of food and music will be held April 11 – 13, 2008. Attendance at the 2007 French Quarter Fest increased over 2006, (425,000 up from 350,000), and on April 15, the Fest set a single-day attendance record with 208,000 people.

The city will also be the site for the celebration of “V to the Tenth,” April 10 & 11, bringing many celebrities to New Orleans for a historic benefit performance and celebration of the 10th Anniversary of “The Vagina Monologues.”
The New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival will welcome back the Neville Brothers and the return of the event’s second Thursday, which expands the run to its former length of seven days. Other acts, Stevie Wonder, Billy Joel, Sheryl Crow, Al Green, Tim McGraw and Maze featuring Frankie Beverly, have also confirmed their participation. The 2008 Jazz Fest will take place April 25-27 and May 1-4.

The Insectarium is the largest free standing museum in the U.S. dedicated to insects.  It is opening in New Orleans this year.  The Audubon Insectarium has 900,000+ know species of insects and their relatives.  
The Arena Football League Championship Game will be hosted in New Orleans for the second time.  The game will be held on Sunday, July 27, 2008 at 3 p.m. ET.  It was said that ArenaBowl XXI weekend was one of the most successful events in AFL history.  

Ron Forman, CEO of the Audubon Nature Institute, has taken the helm as 2008 Chairman of the Board of the New Orleans Convention & Visitors Bureau. 
Meetings (3,000 or more in attendance) in 2008 include:
Event/Date/Projected Attendance


Allied Social Sciences Association/Jan. 3-5/8,000

American Farm Bureau/Jan. 12-15/5,000

Helen Brett Enterprises/Feb. 8-12/15,000

American Traffic Safety Services Association/Feb. 9-12/4,720

National Basketball Association/Feb. 14-17/10,000
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Pittsburgh Conference & Expo/Mar. 1-6/24,000

The Minerals Metals Materials Society/Mar. 8-12/3,000

American Physical Society/Mar. 9-13/7,300

Association for Supervision & Curriculum Development/Mar. 14-17/12,500

NACE, International/Mar. 16-20/5,500

American Chemical Society/Apr. 6-9/14,000

Population Association of America/Apr. 16-18/3,197

New Orleans Jazz & Heritage Festival/Apr. 23-May 6/80,000

American College of Obstetricians & Gynecologists/May 1-9/8,900

Helen Brett Enterprises/May 16-21/15,000

National Cable & Telecommunications Association/May 17-20/17,000

Society of Nuclear Medicine/June 13-17/7,000

National Alliance for Public Charter Schools/June 22-24/4,000

Institute of Food Technologists/June 28-July 1/20,000

Essence Festivals, LLC/July 3-5/28,221

Jazzercise/July 10-11/4,000

U.S. Department of Labor/July 14-16/3,500

American Veterinary Medical Association/July 18-22/7,500

National Conference of State Legislatures/July 22-26/8,000

Louisiana Restaurant Association/Aug. 1-3/16,000

Shaklee/Aug. 6-9/10,000

American Correctional Association/Aug. 9-13/10,725

Blacks in Government/Aug. 10-15/5,000

American Public Works Association/Aug. 16-19/6,500

American Heart Association/Nov. 9-12/27,500

American Society of Consultant Pharmacists/Nov. 18-22/4,000

Helen Brett Enterprises/Nov. 21-24/15,000

Diversified Business Communications/Dec. 3-5/4,000

